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There is a term that fans in the combat sports community tend to throw around a lot, to the point
where the meaning has become dubious at best. That term is GOAT. If you are somehow
blissfully unaware, GOAT stands for “Greatest of All Time.” In a lot of cases, it is difficult to use
such a term as, well, let’s be honest here, most of these fighters haven’t been competing for
long enough to really get a beat on where they’ll stand in the Pantheon of Combat Sports. This
preface is to explain how the term shouldn’t be taken lightly just so I can really explain to you
how important it is to be able to use this label for Giorgio Petrosyan without any sense of irony.

  

Giorgio Petrosyan is other-wordly. There is just no doubt about it, when you are watching
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Giorgio Petrosyan you are watching the most skilled Kickboxer that we’ve ever seen in the
sport’s rich history. Petrosyan earned the nickname “The Doctor” for his surgical-like precision
with his hands and feet, with his ability to take little-to-no damage against some of the best
strikers in the world while slipping strikes and landing them from every angle imaginable. In fact,
the only knock on Petrosyan seems to be his proclivity to break his left hand, which has led to
Knockouts becoming more and more scarce for him.

  

The fact that on Saturday evening American audiences will be treated with seeing Giorgio
Petrosyan fighting (possibly twice) on free television seems to be lost on many with the leadup
into GLORY 12 New York. Sure, there are a lot of great names on the card and a lot of great
fighters featured, but none have accomplished the things that Giorgio Petrosyan has. Giorgio
Petrosyan holds two K-1 World MAX Championships as well as last year’s GLORY 70kg Slam
Championship with many believing that this year will be yet another 70kg tournament victory for
him.

  

I’m under no illusion of Giorgio Petrosyan becoming a huge draw in the United States or that
American fans are going to tune in by the millions this weekend to watch the best
pound-for-pound fighter -- potentially in all combat sports -- compete and make the best in the
world look like frustrated amateurs, but the hope is that maybe, just maybe a few new fans will
see the technical master that is Giorgio Petrosyan and fall in love with the sport in a whole new
way.
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