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A while back, it was reported that Amsterdam's new mayor, Eberhard van der Laan had been
looking to crack down on organized crime, with a distinct focus on Martial Arts events. He was
even quoted talking about mobsters being "VIPs" at Ultimate Glory and It's Showtime events.
This, to many, set off alarms as there was talk of outright banning these events to keep
criminals out of the public eye like that, being paraded around as important figures.

Thankfully for us, one of the reporters in the Netherlands who posts on Mixfight.nl scheduled an
interview with Mr. van der Laan
to discuss organized crime and Martial Arts. The picture that he paints is much different than the
original article that ran in de Telegraaf (which has been known to be a "sensationalist"
newspaper at times). This is very important as Tokyo, Japan goes through a tough time, all
eyes are on Amsterdam to be the capitol of the kickboxing world.

"I think that there was a big miscommunication. If we can clearly communicate mutual
understanding, and cooperation. " Van der Laan continued this by explaining that he used to
participate in a lot of sports. He played a lot, and has learned important things from sports. Thin
gs like health, discipline and social development through meeting people, few things.
The one issue where he is-strongly opposed, is the connection between upper and lower world
that currently takes place in the martial arts events, and robust studies with cooperation of the
police has shown that this dynamic of criminals mixing with average citizens indeed takes place
at martial arts events. This is the connection that he wants to remove, and to do this would
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mean that the enthusiastic fighters and government must work together.

I implore you to read the full article, which discusses a meeting that took place between Alistair
Overeem, Marloes Coehen
and van der Laan about organized crime and martial arts events. The mayor describes
Ubereem
as a "nice and neat guy." [
source
]
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